RETAINER

1.
Scope of Retainer
I,                                                         , the undersigned, hereby retain and employ J. N. MUKONGOLO, & ASSOCIATES, BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS [hereinafter, “FIRM”] as my solicitors and hereby authorize the FIRM to represent me in FAMILY LAW and to take such actions, conduct such proceedings, perform such services, make such disbursements and employ such counsel, agents and other experts as the FIRM considers necessary or proper for the conduct of such matters on my behalf. 

2.
Deposit

I agree that I will be requested to provide an advance on my account of legal fees and disbursements from time to time. I agree to deposit with you the sum of $___________ as an initial retainer and to deposit from time to time such interim retainer monies as the FIRM may require to meet anticipated fees and disbursements in connection with this matter. This money will be held in her trust account to my credit to be applied toward such disbursements and legal fees when incurred. I UNDERSTAND THAT WORK WILL NOT BE PERFORMED UNLESS SUFFICIENT ADVANCES ARE PAID TO COVER THE WORK TO BE PERFORMED. 

3.
 Fees, Disbursements, GST & Interest
(a)
I agree that the legal fees for this matter will be based on an hourly rate, which is presently $_________ per hour.  

(b)
I understand that in addition to the legal fees, my bill will include reasonable and necessary disbursements of money paid by the FIRM on my behalf.

(c)
I understand that lawyers are required to charge G.S.T. on legal services and must further remit G.S.T. following issue of an invoice to a client.  In addition to fees and disbursements, I agree to promptly pay any G.S.T. chargeable for legal services.

(d)
I agree that all accounts, including interim accounts, are payable upon receipt and I agree to pay interest on any amounts outstanding for more than thirty (30) days in accordance with the Solicitor’s Act.
4. Appropriation of Client’s Trust Funds received from 3rd Parties

I understand that in the course of this matter, the FIRM may receive monies in trust from third parties to my credit. I authorize the FIRM to deduct from such monies legal fees, disbursements, and interest on outstanding bill or taxes.  I also agree that any settlement funds which are obtained on my behalf with respect to the matter herein shall be made payable to J.N. MUKONGOLO & ASSOCIATES, BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS in Trust, and this shall serve as my irrevocable and sufficient authority for doing so.  I also agree that any settlement funds or proceeds, which are paid on my behalf to J. N. MUKONGOLO & ASSOCIATES, BARRISTERS & SOLICIOTORS in Trust, shall be used to pay any accounts owing by me to the FIRM for services rendered.

5.
Disclosure

(a)
I agree to provide the FIRM with all documents in my possession or control, which relate to the matter in any way and to provide the FIRM with particulars of all such documents, which were but are no longer in my possession or control.  I understand that all original documents remain my property and, subject to the FIRM’s solicitors lien, will be returned to me upon completion of the matter or termination of the retainer.  I understand and agree however, that the FIRM may retain copies of all documents and other evidence in the FIRM’s file and that such copies as well as copies of correspondence are the property of the FIRM.

(b)
I also agree to keep the FIRM fully apprised of all facts coming to my attention, which relate to this matter and advise you of any inaccuracies of which I become aware as soon as possible.

(c)
I further agree to keep the FIRM advised as to my current address and telephone numbers and to advise the FIRM of changes to either in writing.

(d) I understand that subject to my legal requirements to disclose information, all communications with the FIRM will be kept confidential.  I acknowledge and agree that the FIRM may disclose information regarding my file to such of the FIRM’s partners, associates or staff as may be reasonably necessary and I understand that they will be bound by the same duty of confidentiality.  I empower the FIRM to reveal to Legal Aid (if I am a legal aid client) or the other party or parties such information as may be required for negotiation, settlement, effective advocacy or legal representation.

7.  Termination of our services

I agree that in the FIRM’s discretion it may withdraw from acting on my behalf upon delivery of notice to my last know address and I agree to execute a consent to this effect if an application to the Court is required.  Without limiting the generality of this paragraph, I agree that an instruction to the FIRM to take action, which the FIRM considers to be unprofessional or illegal, will be grounds for termination of the retainer.  It is further agreed that non-payment of any account will be grounds for immediate termination by the FIRM of this retainer.

----------------------------------                                       -----------------------------------

             Date                                                                             Signature

